
First Year Packet 
 
Hello Thespian Director! 
We are so excited that you are thinking about attending our NJ State Festival! The following packet is meant to 
help you with the application process. Although the application packet might seem overwhelming, you will get 
the hang out of it J If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact a board member. 
Sincerely, 
Carolyn Little 
Toms River High School North Thespian Director 
clittle@trschools.com  

 

General Information 
 
What are the details of the 2012 Thespian Festival? 
March 24 & 25, 2012 at Kean University, Union, NJ 
 
Who attends the festival? 
Theatre troupes from all over the state. 
 
What do students do while they are at the festival? 
Students participate in several categories of theatre judged by professionals, participate in workshops run by 
professionals, and meet other theatre students from around the state. 

 
When is the application packet and payment due? 
All application materials must be postmarked by Friday, January 27, 2012. 
 

 

NJ State Thespian Student Board of Directors 
 
What is the Student Board of Directors? 
The Student Board of Directors is a group of students from different schools all over the state of New Jersey. 
The student board meets each time the adult board meets. The student board is in charge of helping to plan 
the state festival. They: 

Á Share their ideas about how to run the festival, changes to the festival, etc. 
Á Create the theme and logo for the festival 
Á Plan and participate in the festival skit which is performed during the opening 

ceremony at the festival 
Á Choose the makeup categories for the festival 
Á Create both the Trashy Costume trophy and the Scavenger Hunt trophy 
Á Decide on items to sell at the festival (this includes creating the designs) 

 
If my student applies and is accepted into the Student Board, how do they get to the meetings? 
You as a troupe director may bring them OR they can find their own way to the meeting spot. Meetings are 
generally held at West Orange High School. 
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How do students apply? 
They complete the application page that is in the Application Packet. Their application is due by November 22. 
They must fill out the application, write a 150 essay and attach a Thespian resume.  
 
How many of my students can apply? 
Two students from each school are able to apply. 
 
Do I have to be a part of the adult board for my student (s) to be on the student board? 
Yes. You must be a part of the adult board. Just know that it is SUPER easy for you to become a part of the 
adult board. All you have to do is complete the application and submit it. 
 
What is the time commitment for a member of the student board? 
Students on the board will attend 5 meetings during the year and one summer retreat tentatively slated for 
June 16. 
 
What happens after students turn in their application? 
The applicants will be interviewed by the Board on Wednesday, February 8 at 4 pm at West Orange High 
School. After the interview, students will be notified of their acceptance at the festival.  
 
Where do I send my student (s) application (s)? 
George Dearani 
306 Heights Drive 
Haledon, NJ 07508 
 
 

NJ State Thespian Adult Board of Directors 
 

What is the Adult Board of Directors? 
The adult board of directors is in charge of organizing, planning and executing the festival. They: 

Á Create and send out newsletters 
Á Create and distribute the application packet 
Á Acquire judges for the festival 
Á Acquire colleges and universities for the festival 
Á Acquire and organize workshop presenters for the festival 
Á Order and aide in the organization of Thespian clothing sales at the festival 
Á Design the festival shirt and organize orders 
Á Review student board of directors applications 
Á Create and organize the games at the festival 
Á Promote the state festival to schools across the state of New Jersey 
Á Promote and collect funds for Broadway Cares: Equity Fights AIDS 

 
How do I get involved? 
All you have to do is complete the application, send it back with your festival application, and then you are in! 
 
What is the time commitment for a member of the adult board? 
Adults on the board will attend 5 meetings/ dinners during the year and one summer retreat tentatively slated for 
June 16. 

 



Registration 
 

The festival is something I want to attend, now what? 
Now you need to decide on when. Can you attend the full weekend (Saturday and Sunday)? Or can you just 
attend one day?  

*Please keep in mind that some categories are only held on one day. These categories include 
many of the technical categories like tech olympics, trashy costume, makeup design, plus senior 
scholarship, junior audition, pantomime solo, musical group, and pantomime pairs. 

Your answer may be dependant on what your school can afford. 
a. Talk to your principal or supervisor. Is the trip something that they will allow you to take 

with your students?  
b. If the answer is YES, then ask them about costs. Will the Board of Education pay for your 

trip? Will you need to pay for it via fundraising? The good news is that the $50 school fee is 
waived for first time schools. 

 
When is the registration packet deadline? 
The fully complete packet plus payment is due by January 27, 2012. There is a $10 per student late charge fee 
if the packet is received after this date. 
 
What will I have to pay for? 
You will need to pay for:  
Á School fee (unless this is your first time attending the festival) 
Á Hotel stay (if you plan to stay overnight) 
Á $16 per student that is in attendance 
Á $5 per slot for each category that your students want to compete in 
Á Senior Scholarship fee (if you have students applying) $15 per student (up to 4) 
Á Bus Fee (if you are using our busses to get to and from the hotel to Kean) $6 per student 

 
Where do I send the completed application packet and our payment? 
Send everything to Valerie Gargus, 330 Larch Rd., Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054 
 
Do I need to send a list of students that are attending the trip? 
You need to email a typed, alphabetical list of students to Valerie Gargus at vgargus@nburlington.com. Please 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƴŀƳŜΣ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ ǘǊƻǳǇŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊΣ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊΣ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǇƘƻƴŜ 
ƴǳƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΦ 
 
What do I need to complete and send? 
Á ______ The registration form 
Á ______ The registration fee sheet, tallied and signed by an administrator 
Á ψψψψψψ ! ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ insurance (only if you are planning to use our busses) 
Á ______ A registration roster, typed and emailed to Valerie 
Á ______ Signed copies of the 2012 NJ Thespian Festival Photo and Videotape Release Form (you need one for 

every person that is attending the festival, this means adults and students) 
Á ______ Completed competition category sheets 

o ______ Individual Events: Solo Categories 
o ______ Individual Events: Duet Categories 
o ______ Technical Categories 

Á ______ Main Stage Registration (if you plan to bring a performance for the Main Stage) 
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Á ______ Thespian Senior Performance Scholarship Application (s) with resume (s) (You may have a maximum of 
two students apply) 

Á ______ Thespian Senior Technical Scholarship Application (s) with resume (s) (You may have a maximum of 
two students apply) 

Á ______ Thespian Junior Audition Application with resume (s) (You may have a maximum of two students 
apply) 

Á ______ Signed copies of the 2012 NJ Thespian Festival Photo and Videotape Release Form (you need one for 
every person that is attending the festival, this means adults and students).  To save postage, these may be 
turned in when you arrive at the festival. 

Á ______ Payment 
 

 

2012 New Jersey Thespian Festival Photograph and Videotape Release Form 
 

What do I do with this form? 
Photocopy this form. Every student and adult who plans to attend the festival must complete this form. Please 
turn it in with your registration packet, or bring it with you to the registration table when you arrive at festival. 
 
Why do we have this form? 
We have included the following release form because we plan to videotape various events throughout the 
weekend and use the video on our website to attract more troupes to the festival. 
 

Hotel Accommodations 
 

If I want my troupe to stay overnight, what do I do? 
You call the hotel to reserve space for your troupe.  
 
When do I call? 
As soon as you send in the registration packet, call. There are only 50 rooms blocked off and with over 20 
Thespian troupes annually attending our festival, the rooms will go fast.  
 
Where are we staying? 
We are staying at the Renaissance Newark Airport Hotel, Elizabeth, NJ, (908) 436-4600 
 
How much are rooms? 
$94.00 (plus local room tax) 
The great news is that a room sleeps four people.  
 
Who do I call? 
You must contact the hotel and mention NJ Thespian Festival block when you call for reservations and arrange 
payment.  All High schools participating will forward its rooming list by Friday, March 2, 2012. 
 
5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΗ 
Be sure to send the hotel your tax exempt number to avoid the extra state taxτyou will only pay the local 
room tax.  
 
Hotel information 
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/ewrnr-renaissance-newark-airport-hotel   

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/ewrnr-renaissance-newark-airport-hotel


 
Thespian Clothing and Souvenirs 

 
Can we purchase Thespian themed items at the festival? 
YES! Festival t-shirts will be available for $10 each. There are limited numbers of these shirts, so as soon as you 
walk into the festival encourage your kids to purchase their shirt immediately. This year they are turquoise 
with orange and black. Way Cool! 
BUT THERE IS MORE! 
We will also have Thespian clothing for sale. This includes, but is not limited to, hooded sweatshirts, long 
sleeve shirts, bags, jewelry, stickers, buttons, pajama pants and lanyards.  

*Please encourage your troupe to bring money to purchase these Thespian spirit items.* 
 

Broadway Cares: Equity Fights AIDS 
 

How do I make a donation? 
AT THE FESTIVAL: Raffle tickets will be on sale throughout the festival weekend. We encourage you and your 
troupe to purchase tickets. Every ticket that you buy not only supports this great cause, but also gives your 
troupe an opportunity to win some pretty awesome prizes. 

*Please encourage your troupe to bring money to purchase these raffle tickets.* 
BEFORE THE FESTIVAL: Once you send in your registration packet, we will send you information on what you 
can do to help before the actual festival. 
 

Food and Drinks 
 

Where can we eat? 
The Student Center will be open while we are at the festival. Food and drinks can be purchased from the 
Student Center. Once you send in your registration packet and we near the festival, an email will be sent to all 
troupe directors with the times the Student Center will be open. 

*Please encourage your troupe to bring money to purchase food.* 
 
Money Saving Tip! 
Many troupes have their members bring lunch and snacks. Some troupes even fundraise before the festival to 
raise money for snacks and drinks. They then bring these items with them to the festival for their troupe. 
 
 

Workshops 
 

When will I know the workshop schedule? 
Sometime before the festival, all troupe directors will receive information on the times and days of the 
workshops that are being offered. Additionally on the day of the festival, all attendees will receive a program. 
All of the workshops, sponsors, presenters and detailed descriptions will be included inside of that program. 
 
Super Helpful Tip! 
Have your students bring highlighters with them so that they can highlight the program based on what 
workshops they are interested in attending. 
 
 



New this year! 
Each participating troupe director will receive the full workshop and individual performance schedule in 
advance of the festival.  The director must distribute this schedule to his/her students and then forward the 
student workshop choices to the workshop coordinator, Mrs. Barri Weinstein, at eweinstein@vtsd.com and 
barriwe@embarqmail.com. No troupe may have more than 5 tickets per individual workshop.  All troupe 
directors will pick up their workshop tickets when they register upon arrival.  At 10:00 a ticket exchange will 
occur among the students. 
 

Performance Category Rules 
 

General Performance Rules 
× If a student is interested in performing, they can only enter each category once.  

o Example: Susie loves Dramatic Monologue. She has chosen two incredible monologues to 
perform. Unfortunately, she will have to choose one to perform for Dramatic Monologue 
because she can only enter Dramatic Monologue once. 

× There is a maximum of 5 entries per school for each category. 
o Example: Super Cool High School has 6 students who want to compete in Comedic Monologue. 

They are only allowed to enter 5 students. This means that the director will either have to 
choose the 5 that compete. Some examples on how a director might choose the 5 could be 
auditions, out of a hat, superiority, or allowing the students to decide. 

× Main Stage Performance is only allowed 1 entry. The school enters as a whole with 1 piece. 
× Junior Audition and Senior Scholarship are only allowed 2 entries per school. 
× If a performance (in any category) exceeds the time limit, the performance will be disqualified. 
× Students should carry their scene with them in a binder or folder. The piece should have the title of the 

play where the piece came from and the author. They must carry this around with them at all times. 
The judge may ask for proof of publication. 

× Trophies: If a student places 1st, 2nd, or 3rd in a category, they will receive a trophy 
× Medals: If a student places Superior in a category, they will receive a medal. 
× Tip! Make sure that your pieces meet the state requirements to compete.  

 
PERFORMANCE EVENTS: 

Pantomime Solo or Duet:  
 Explanation: Pantomime is a performance that is completely created by the student. The student 
writes their own script from their imagination. The performance must be silent. The only sound that is allowed 
is instrumental music (no lyrics). Most students create a task or a situation for their script. 

ü Maximum time = 5 minutes 
ü Costumes and makeup can be used 
ü Non-vocal music and sound effects may be used (non-vocal means NO WORDS!) 
ü No props are allowed, including chairs. 
ü No verbal introductions are permitted. Instead, each performer must bring an index card 

with them to the performance room. The following must be on that card:  
Á Name of the performer (s) 
Á Troupe # 
Á Title of Piece 

ü Helpful Tips!  
o If you are a little unsure about this category, check out some videos on Marcel 

Marceau. Everything that he did with pantomime had a plot, i.e. birth to death, a 
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day at the carnival, good vs. evil, the creation of the world, Adam and Eve, painting a 
picture, and the mask. There are lots of samples on You Tube. 

o The people who do the best in this category are the ones with a story line that 
resolves itself. 

o Music usually helps the emotion to carry the story.  
 
Monologue: Dramatic or Comedy: 
 Explanation: Students choose a monologue from a published play. Depending on the category, it may 
be dramatic or comedic in nature. The piece cannot be from a television show, a movie or a screenplay. It 
must come from a published play. 

ü Maximum time = 5 minutes 
ü Monologue must be memorized 
ü Props, costumes, makeup and background music may be used. (included in scoring) 
 

Contrasting Monologues: 
 Explanation: Student must present two completely different monologues. Selections need to contract 
either in time period, mood or style. Monologues must come from a published play. The pieces cannot be 
from television shows, movies, screenplays, poetry, or fiction. 

ü Maximum time = 3 minutes (for a combined monologue performance) 
ü Students cannot perform as the same character twice. Characters must be different. 
ü Introduction must be included. Introduction ONLY includes: 

Á tŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ 
Á PerformŜǊΩǎ ǘǊƻǳǇŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ 
Á Title of both selections 
Á Names of both playwrights 

ü Time begins when performer finishes introduction 
ü No props, costumes, music, or theatrical makeup is allowed. 
ü Only one chair may be used. 

 
Duet Acting: Dramatic or Comedy: 
 Explanation: Students choose a duet piece from a published play. Depending on the category, it may be 
dramatic or comedic in nature. The piece cannot be from a television show, a movie or a screenplay. It must 
come from a published play. 

ü Maximum time = 5 minutes 
ü Piece must be memorized 
ü Props, costumes, makeup and background music may be used. (included in scoring) 

 
Improvisational Pairs: 

9ȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴΥ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǇŀƛǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŀ ǘƻǇƛŎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜΩǎ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜΦ 
They will then go away privately to plan their performance. Performance should have a beginning, middle and 
an end. All scenes must be imaginatively created from the minds of the performers.  

ü Maximum time = 5 minutes 
ü Performers can use a portion of the 5 minutes to plan their performance. 
ü Acting Tip! Students who choose to compete in this category should be quick on their feet. 

They must be able to think quickly to figure out a whole scene out of one topic in a limited 
amount of time. The pairs should also be able to work well together. 

ü Some examples:  
o Child gets caught stealing in a store. 
o Elevator at a hospital is caught between floors.  



o One person begins labor. 
o Kid doing a Chinese fire drill at a stoplight gets in trouble by a cop. 
o Narcoleptic man on a job interview. 
o First time on a blind date 

 
Musical Theatre Solo or Duet: 

Explanation: Students will choose a song to perform alone or in a duet. The song needs to come from a 
published musical. Students will be judged on their entire performance. 

ü Maximum time = 5 minutes 
ü Selection can contain dialogue, but 50% must be singing. 
ü Duets: must both be fully involved in piece 
ü Tape or CD: performer (s) must bring their own equipment and must either be able to work 

the equipment themselves or provide someone to work it 
ü Piano: will be provided, but performer (s) need to provide their own accompanist  
ü Students may wear costumes and theatrical makeup. They may also use props. 

 
Group Musical Theatre 
 Explanation: Students will choose a song to perform in a group of 3-16 people. The song needs to come 
from a published musical. Students will be judged on their entire performance. 

ü Maximum time = 5 minutes 
ü Selection can contain dialogue, but 50% must be singing. 
ü Performers MUST use preπǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘΣ ƴƻƴπǾƻŎŀƭ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƳŜƴǘΦ bh ƭƛǾŜ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ƴƻ 

electronic medium performing device. 
ü Each participant must be actively involved in the scene. 
ü ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴǘǎΩ ƴŀƳŜǎΣ ǘǊƻǳǇŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊΣ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ 

the name of the playwright/composer 
ü Props, theatrical makeup, and costumes are not allowed 
ü Up to six chairs and one table may be used. 

 
Chapter Select Short Play (formerly called Main Stage): 

Explanation: A school may choose to present a non-musical play or a cutting from a published non-
musical play. Only one Main Stage performance is allowed per school. 

ü Maximum time = 45 minutes (includes set-up, performance, & strike) 
ü Troupes cannot rehearse on the stage during down times 
ü Performance must have 3 or more performers 
ü Props, costumes, makeup and background music may be used. (included in scoring) 
ü Trophies: Best Play, Best Actor, Best Actress, Best Supporting Actor, Best Supporting Actress 
ü Note! There are only 17 Main Stage performances allowed at the festival. Slots are on a first 

come, first serve basis. If you want your school to participate, then get your registration 
packet in super quick! 

 
TECHNICAL EVENTS: 

General Technical Rules 
× All designs must be original. 
× All drawings must be NEAT! 
× All plots should include a legend which includes: 

o Name of play 
o Author 
o Name of designer 



o Scale 
o Troupe number 

× All plots need to be hand-drawn. No mechanically reproduced or computer originated designs. 
× Students should be ready to discuss their design with the judge. This means that all students entering 

technical categories must be present. 
 
Lighting Design: 

Explanation: A student may create a light plot for a published play or published musical.  
ü Maximum Time: 10 minutes (including set up and questions and answers) 
ü The introduction musǘ hb[¸ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ ǘǊƻǳǇŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊΣ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ 

playwright. 
ü Only 1 designer per entry. (This means that two people cannot work on a design together.) 
ü {ŎŀƭŜǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ѻέ ƻǊ ѹέ ҐмΩлέΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭƻǘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǘƘŀn 
нпέȄосέΦ 

ü They must also create and present a Unit Key, Conceptual Visualization, and an Angle Color 
Visualization (aka magic sheet). 

ü Must make an oral presentation justifying the design and may use up to seven (7) minutes 
for the actual presentation.  May use note cards and binder.  

ü ! ѹέ ōƛƴŘŜǊ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōƛƴŘŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΥ όŀύ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ 
statement of the design choices inspired by the script, (b) research materials, and (c) other 
sources of inspiration, if any were used. 
 

Scenic Design: 
Explanation: A student may create a scenic design for a published play or published musical.  

ü Maximum Time: 10 minutes (including set up and questions and answers) 
ü Only 1 designer per entry. (This means that two people cannot work on a design together.) 
ü Entry must include a hand-drawn ground floor Ǉƭŀƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ѻέҐ мέ ƻǊ ѹέҐ мέ 
ü Each entry must include a full color scale model. This means that a model of the ground 

design must be included. 
ü No items may be pre-fabricated. (i.e. furniture, mirrors, etc.) 
ü ! ѹέ ōƛƴŘŜǊ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōƛƴŘŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΥ όŀύ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ 

statement of the design choices inspired by the script, (b) research materials, and (c) other 
sources of inspiration, if any were used. 

ü Must make an oral presentation justifying the design and may use up to seven (7) minutes 
for the actual presentation.  May use note cards and binder.  

 
Costume Design: 

Explanation: A student may create a costume design for a published play or published musical.  
ü Maximum Time: 10 minutes (including set up and questions and answers) 
ü Only 1 designer per entry. (This means that two people cannot work on a design together.) 
ü Full color drawings with fabric swatches for FIVE characters must be presented. These may 

represent five different characters, or follow a single character though several appropriate 
changes. 

ü ōŜ ŜȄŜŎǳǘŜŘ ƛƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ŎƻƭƻǊ ƻƴ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊΩǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǳƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ млέ Ȅ мрέ ƻǊ 
ммέ Ȅ мтέ ōƻŀǊŘ  

ü Accessories should accompany the design. 
ü NO costumes or pictures of costumes will be considered. 



ü ! ѹέ ōƛƴŘŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΥ όŀύ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ 
choices inspired by the script, (b) research materials, (c) preliminary sketches, and (d) other 
sources of inspiration for design and color palette, if any were used. 

ü Must make an oral presentation justifying the design and may use up to seven (7) minutes 
for the actual presentation.  May use note cards and binder.  

 
Theatre Marketing (previously Publicity Design): 

Explanation: A student may create a poster design to advertise for a published play or published 
musical. It is strongly recommended that the entrant was responsible for actual publicity. 

ü Maximum Time: 15 minutes (including set up and questions and answers) 
ü Only 1 designer per entry. (This means that two people cannot work on a design together.) 
ü This is not going to be judged on art ability. It is judged based as an advertisement of the 

show. 
ü The design must be original. 
ü aǳǎǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΥ tƻǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƻǊ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǇƻǎǘŜǊ όммέ Ȅ мтέύΣ Program design or finished 

program, two press releases consisting of an informational article and feature article, a 
promotional project idea or documentation of a completed promotional project, must 
include information about the budget for the publicity campaign and justification of 
expenses. Your work will be judged on how you spend the money. 

ü ! ѹέ ōƛƴŘŜǊ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōƛƴŘŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΥ όŀύ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ 
statement of the design choices inspired by the script, (b) research materials, and (c) other 
sources of inspiration, if any were used. 

 
Make Up Design: 

Explanation: Two students will pair together for this category. One person will serve as the makeup 
designer and the other person will serve as the makeup model. All ideas will come from the designer. The 
makeup designer will choose one character from the list and design it on their model. Help from the model is 
not allowed.  

ü Pairs must include a designer and a model 
ü Each artist must supply all supplies necessary to create the character. This means the artist 

needs to bring makeup, Q-tips, applicators, etc. with them to the festival.  
ü Judges will only judge the face, not hair. Nothing else.  
ü Beards and prosthetics must be created on site within time limit. 
ü Each artist must have an original, colored, hand-drawn design. The artist should bring this 

with them to the festival and present it to the judge. 
ü this year all makeup artists must design the makeup of the same character: the Phantom 

unmasked from The Phantom of the Opera.  It must be an original design.  The model may 
be male or female.  No other characters will be accepted. 

 
Category Tip! The designer should be someone who is creative and can think outside of the 
box. 

 
Technical Olympics: 

Explanation: This category is a super fun, timed activity. Five students participate in Technical 
Olympics, with one of those students assigned as the Stage Manager. Students will race through tasks as fast 
and as accurate as they can possibly be. Each person on the team is assigned a task. 

ü Task #1: Hang a light. (1 student) 
o Each student will start with the instrument in one hand, and a foot and hand on the 

ladder.  The student will go up the ladder, attach the light with the C-clamp, put on 



the safety cable, tighten the C-clamp, and plug in the fixture.  The student will then 
make sure the light is hanging correctly by seeing if the gel holder is on the right 
way.  The student will then focus the beam of light onto an area marked with tape 
and shudder cut it to the specific area. 

ü Task #2: Sew a button. (1 student) 
o The students will get a needle, thread, button, swatch of cloth, and scissors.  The 

student must thread the needle using the thread provided.  The student must make 
an X pattern twice to attach the button.  The student must make sure the string has 
been knotted and then cut the access string to be fully done. 

ü Task #3: Quick change. (2 students) 
o Costume A: a 4 or 5 piece costume 
o Costume B: a 4 or 5 piece costume 
o Student #1 will put on one of the costumes.  When the timer starts, both students 

must help take off the first costume and place it neatly in the designated area. Next 
they will put on the new costume.  

o Time is stopped when all pieces of the new costume are put on and the old costume 
is put in its designated area. 

o Tip! The costumes go on OVER the clothes that the students already have on. 
o Example: A student may have to change from a toga with armbands, and 

accessories, into a cowboy outfit with chaps, western shirt 
and a hat. 

ü Task #4: Prop Table. (1 student) 
o The top of a prop table will be covered in paper and decorated with outlines of 15 ς 

20 props.  The student must take the props out of a box and put the props in their 
drawn outlines.   

o If a student fails to get a prop right, the timer will tell the student how many props 
are wrong. 

ü Task #5: Spiking a set. (Everyone) 
o The students will be provided with a floor plan (1/2 inch equals 1 foot), spike tape, 

measuring tape, and ruler.   
o The students must place the 4 items (usually a table, 2 blocks, and chair) on the plot 

in the correct location.   
o When spiking the furniture teams must make sure they have 2 opposite corners 

spiked with an L mark.  A round object is spiked with an X directly under the object.  
o hƴŜ ǘŜŀƳ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άǎǘŀƎŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊέ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ п ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 

of the team on where the items go.  Under no circumstance is the stage manager 
allowed to help in spiking the set or cross a designated line to help in moving 
furniture. 

 
JUNIOR AND SENIOR SPECIFIC 

Junior Audition: 
Explanation: A school can enter 2 juniors into the Junior Audition. ($5 per slot) These juniors will 

perform for judges and possibly for a panel of college representatives. Juniors who compete have the 
opportunity to be looked at and evaluated for college programs. They also have the opportunity to win 
scholarship money.  

ü Maximum time = 4 minutes 
ü Juniors who are applying must complete the application 
ü Audition must contain two components: 

o Monologue from a published play 



o Contrasting monologue from a published play OR a dance routine OR a musical 
selection 

ü 15 seconds will be allotted to the performer between pieces 
ü Going overtime = being stopped by the judge 
ü No costumes or props are permitted 

 
General Senior Scholarship Rules:  
× There are two $600 non-renewable scholarships available. These go to the first place winners. The 

second place winners receive a $200 non-renewable scholarship.  
× These scholarships are sent by the Educational Theatre Association to the seniors designated school. If 

the senior fails to enroll, the scholarship is negated.  
× The senior applicant must be a member of the International Thespian Society. 
× The senior applicant must be enrolled in a NJ high school for at least one year. 
× Each troupe may only enter two seniors. Cost is $15 per senior. 

 
Senior Performance Scholarship: 

ü Senior performance applicants must be furthering their education with a major or minor in the 
performing or communication arts (i.e. theatre, film, communications, radio or television 
broadcasting, vocal or instrumental music, dance) 

ü Students must complete and turn in an application. 
ü Students need to turn in a resume which needs to include theatrical performance and technical 

work. 
ü Students need to submit a listing of all Thespian activities (local, state and international) 
ü Students will be interviewed by the selection committee. 
ü Selection Committee will evaluate students in the following way: 

Á Audition: 60% 
Á Interview: 20% 
Á Resume and Thespian Activity List: 20% 

ü Audition must contain two components: 
Á Monologue from a published play 
Á Contrasting monologue from a published play OR a dance routine OR a musical selection 
*A 15 second grace period will be granted between pieces. 

ü Going overtime = being stopped by the judge 
ü No costumes or props are permitted 

 
Senior Technical Scholarship: 

ü Senior technical applicants must be furthering their education with a major or minor in the 
performing or communication arts or visual arts (theatre, film, communications, radio or 
television broadcasting, art, graphic design) 

ü Students must complete and turn in an application. 
ü Students need to turn in a resume which needs to include theatrical performance and technical 

work. 
ü Students need to submit a listing of all Thespian activities (local, state and international) 
ü Students will be interviewed by the selection committee. 
ü Selection Committee will evaluate students in the following way: 

Á Designs: 60% 
Á Interview: 20% 
Á Resume and Thespian Activity List: 20% 

ü Applicant must submit 2 technical designs. Choices: 



Á Lighting 
Á Scenic 
Á Costume 

ü For the above categories, please refer to the individual category rules. 
ü If you entered a design in one of the above categories, you can enter that ssame design for the 

scholarship. 
SUPER FUN EVENTS: 

Trashy Costume: 
 Explanation: Trashy Costume is a fun event in which a designer designs a crazy outfit out of the theme 
given to them at the beginning of the round. Along with the theme, they are given a bag of items. They must 
use the items in the bag to design a costume on their model.  

ü Pairs must include a designer and a model 
ü Students will go to the given spot to collect their theme and materials. They will then stay in 

that spot to construct their outfit. 
ü Maximum time = 1 hour 
ü No technology is allowed. All ideas must come from the imagination of the designer. No 

help from other people or sources is permitted. 
ü Once the round ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŀƭƪ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ άƳƻŘŜƭέ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŦƛǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ 

designer gives a brief explanation about how the design relates to the theme. 
 
Troupe Display: 
 This is a great way to showcase what your Thespian troupe has participated in from March 2011- 
March 2012. All designs will be featured in the Student Center. 

ü Maximum size = 4 feet wide by 2 feet deep 
ü Designs will be displayed on tables so though there is no maximum on height, please be 

careful. 
ü Be creative J 

 
Saturday Night 

 
On Saturday night, there will a showcase. This showcase will display talents from schools that are participating 
in the festival. Before you come to the festival, you can choose to enter the showcase. You will need to choose 
a play, one-act, or piece of your musical from the past year. Students will perform that piece in the allotted 
performance space. The maximum number of students allowed to be in your showcase piece is 5. The 
performance maximum time is 10 minutes. Costumes and props are optional.  
 

Security Measures 
 
Before arriving at the festival, all troupe directors should go over the following security measures with their 
troupe: 

V Drug, Alcohol, and Tobacco Policy:  
o Students consuming drugs, tobacco or alcohol, or found to be under the influence of 

these substances at any time during the festival will be sent home and disqualified, 
on the FIRST violation. This means that there are NO WARNINGS.  

V Dress Code:   
o Proper attire, including shoes, must be worn at all times during the festival.  

Students are encouraged to wear comfortable clothes for workshop activities 



and to dress appropriately for theatre categories.  No gang apparel is 
allowed. 

V Host Regulations:   
o Food/drinks are prohibited in the theatre at all times!  Beverage/food 

containers must be placed in proper trash receptacles.  If anything is 
damaged, please notify a festival official immediately. 

 
V Behavior:   

o Students are expected to behave properly at all times.   
o Rudeness in gesture and/or language will not be tolerated.   
o Be a great audience at all times. This means listening to the speaker/ 

performer when they are talking. You should not be texting or whispering to 
others. 

o Be a good sport. This means that you should be encouraging of other schools. 
You show this by clapping and verbally congratulating others. 

o Do not walk in or out on a performance or workshop.  
o Respect others. 

V Kean University Rules: 
o Do not leave the Kean University campus.   
o Do not go to campus buildings that are not being used for the convention.   
o Do not enter empty, unsupervised rooms that are not being used for the festival. 

 
FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) 

 
Can we watch our troupe and other troupe perform in the individual events, duet events and the Chapter 
Select Short Play? 
YES! We encourage you to see as many performances as possible! 
There are only a few categories where no spectators are allowed. They are Junior Audition, Senior Scholarship 
Performance Audition, Senior Scholarship Technical Interview, Makeup Design, and the construction hour of 
Trashy Costume. 
Other than that, get out there and WATCH, WATCH, WATCH! 
 
What should students carry with them during the day? 
V Folder or a binder with all performance pieces (each piece should include the title of the piece, the 

author of the piece, and the play where the piece came from, if applicable) 
V Program of the days events and times 
V Pen or pencil 
V Highlighter 
V Money for food, thespian spirit items and raffles 
V Phone number of either the troupe director, an adult chaperone or the students in charge (like the 

president) 
V Optional: Brown bagged lunch, snacks and/ or a drink 

 
Do we win trophies? 
YES! You receive trophies for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd places in any category. You can also receive a medal if your 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǊŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ά{ǳǇŜǊƛƻǊέΦ 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƻǳǇŜ .ŀƴƴŜǊΚ 



The troupe banner is something that will be hung in the Student Center. During the opening ceremony, two 
students from each school will walk with their banner and their school will be announced. (You can choose 
which of your students will carry your banner.) Then the banners will be hung in the Student Center.  

ü Size: 3 feet by 6 feet or smaller 
ü Vertical 
ü Handmade banners only 
ü Must have a small pole running through the top with a rope attached so that it can be hung. 

 
What if my troupe banner is larger that the allotted size, is not handmade, or is horizontal? 
This is totally fine! However, we will not be able to hang your banner in the Student Center. You can still 
participate in the banner parade in the opening ceremony.  
 
What is the Health Care Consent Form? 
This is a form that is for your use only. It is helpful to carry something with you at all times about what to do 
with your student in case of an emergency. If you want to make copies for your students to fill out, that would 
be great. If not, no big deal. It is just a useful tool that you may wish to use. Many schools have similar forms 
for overnight trips. If your school has their own forms, we encourage you to use theirs. 
 
What do I do with the evaluation papers at the end of the festival packet? 
Read through them with your students. You might even want to give your students copies of them so that they 
know exactly what they are being judged on. 
 
Do we get to compete in the SCAVENGER HUNT? 
Of course you get to participate! When you check in at the registration table, you are going to pick up 
Scavenger Hunts for your school. Please distribute them. Thespians will have the weekend to run around 
finding out answers to the questions listed on the paper. When a Thespian has their paper complete, they will 
drop it in the box at the registration table. On Sunday, the winner will be chosen at random and will win a 
prize. 
 
Where do students perform all of these pieces? 
They perform them in classrooms at the University. 

 
 

Festival Check List for Troupe Director 
 

______  Health Consent Forms 
______  Troupe Banner 
______  Troupe Display 
______  Schedule of Categories with student participants 
______  !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ 
______  IƻǘŜƭ ǊƻƻƳ ƭƛǎǘ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘύ 
______  Masking tape (ǘƻ ǘŀǇŜ ƘƻǘŜƭ ŘƻƻǊǎ ŀǘ ŎǳǊŦŜǿ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƪƛŘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘύ 
______  School trip permission slips (if applicable) 
 
 

Festival Check List for Students 
 
______  2 days worth of outfits including comfy shoes (we walk a lot) 



______  Outdoor Jacket 
______ Sweatshirt for inside (it can get cold) 
______  Umbrella (in case it rains) 
______ Extra socks (if the weather calls for rain, you may get soaked!) 
______  Snacks 
______  Lunch money or a bagged lunch 
______  A book bag to carry around items like props, costumes, paperwork, etc. 
______  Cell phone 
______  Highlighter to mark program 
______  Camera to photograph all of the memories 
______  IPOD or homework for the bus ride to and from the festival 
______  Pen/ pencil and a notebook to take notes during workshops 
______ Extra Money (you may need this for food, snacks, drinks, clothing, Thespian stuff, and more!) 
______ A smile and a great attitude! Thes Fest is SO MUCH FUN! 
 

 
Resources 

*Many of these resources are from previous years. They are meant to give you a general idea.* 
 

RESOURCE #1 
Northern Burlington High School gives out a form to each Thespian in their troupe. They must complete this 
form in order to attend the festival. After page one (which is below) they have all of the rules listed. 
 

 
Dear ________________________________________ 
PLEASE READ THIS ENTIRE LETTER!!  IT CONTAINS VITAL INFORMATION FOR THE STATE THESPIAN FESTIVAL!!  
 

IF YOU WISH TO GO TO THIS TWO-DAY EVENT OF WORKSHOPS AND COMPETITIONS, YOU MUST FOLLOW 
ALL DIRECTIONS AND MEET THE APPLICATION DEADLINE: WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19, 2011 

 
Cost: $65.00 per member (registration fee of $30.00, hotel with breakfast fee of $25.00, bus fee of $10.00).  
You may choose to pay for this partially with your current account money, and turn in cash or check for the 
remainder.  Remember that this will take money from your account for your Broadway ticket.  However, we 
will have more opportunities this year for fund raising (Comedy Improv Nite and ads for shows).  Note: You 
will also have to pack food or bring money to cover the cost of two lunches and one dinner.   

 
DATES OF FESTIVAL: SATURDAY, MARCH 12 & SUNDAY, MARCH 13, 2011 

1.  Have your parents complete and submit the attached student trip form permission slip.  (Complete all 
medical informationτI bring this with me.  I need the information in case of an emergency.) 

 Destination: Kean University & Hampton Inn, Newark Airport, 1128-38 Spring St., Elizabeth, NJ 
 Time: Mar. 12 ς 5:30 a.m. to Mar. 13 - 8:00 p.m. 
 Chaperones: Mrs. Gargus & Mrs. Huckleberry 
 
2.  Submit cash or check made out to Northern Burlington Thespians for your required fee.  You  currently have 

$___________________________ in your name in our Thespian account.  You must pay at least 
$________________________ to go to the convention.   

 



3.  SENIORS:  Let me know now if you intend to do this:  Sign up for the $600.00 NJ State Thespian Senior 
Scholarship.  Only two members may audition.  (We must hold our own auditions if more than two of you 
are interested.) 

 
4. JUNIORS: Let me know now if you intend to do this:  Sign up for auditioning for the Junior level 

Scholarship. No scholarship money is awarded to juniors.  This category will be observed by college 
professors, and finalists will be given interviews by those colleges who would be interested in having them 
attend their theatre program.  Only two members may audition.  (We must hold our own auditions if more 
than two of you are interested.) 

 
5. Read the attached rules to determine the performance areas.  Check and complete any of the following to 

sign up for performance.  Write #1, #2, and #3 before your first, second, and third favorite choices.  Write 
checks before other choices.  (Slots are limited to up to five for each school: I will let you know which you 
are able to perform.) 

 
NOTE: If you sign up for something and do not perform it, you will be charged the $10.00 judging fee when we 

return home.   
 
_____Senior Scholarship Audition (seniors onlyτtwo slotsτSee me for these rules.)  
 
_____Senior Scholarship Technical Design (seniors onlyτ two slotsτSee me for these rules.) 
 
_____Junior Audition (Juniors onlyτtwo slots) 
 
_____Dramatic Monologue   
 
_____Dramatic Pair (with _____________________________________) 
 
_____Comedy Monologue   
 
_____Comedy Pair (with ______________________________________) 
 
_____Contrasting Monologues (new category) 
 
_____Improvisational Pair (with ____________________________________________) 
 
_____Solo Pantomime   
 
_____Pantomime Pair (with ____________________________________) 
 
_____Solo Musical Theater    
 
_____Duet Musical Theater (with _______________________________)  
 
_____Technical Olympics: You race against other schools doing backstage and technical tasks.   

(We can only register one team of four members and one stage manager.)  (See attached.) 
 

ψψψψψ ά¢ǊŀǎƘȅ /ƻǎǘǳƳŜ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴέΥ  L ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀ ŎƻǎǘǳƳŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀǎƘ ǳǎƛƴƎ  
 ________________________________________ as my model.   (Only two slots for this event.) 



 (Northern Thespian member going to convention.) 
 
_____Makeup Design: I will use __________________________________ as my model.  (Only 3 slots.) 
    (Northern Thespian member going to convention.) 
_____Poster Design   
 
_____Costume Design   
 
_____Set Design 
Note: .ǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ όǇƭŀȅǎΣ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ŜǘŎΦύ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ a 

display board for the convention.  This display will be judged and awards will be given.  You may give 
these to me or directly to Allye McLaughlin, our Historian, who will make up the display. 

 
RESOURCE #2 
Northern Burlington High School gives out a Main Stage Sign Up form to each Thespian in their troupe.  
 

This slip is due FRIDAY, Dec. 10! 
 
NAME_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Interested in performing in the one-act play (main stage event) at the convention?  This is generally the  
Senior Play, but minor roles are open to juniors, then sophomores, then freshman, if needed. 
Seniors: Any ideas for our play this year? 
 
 ______________ Yes, I am interested in performing in the main stage play 
 ______________ Yes, I am interested in being stage manager or a part of the stage crew  
 
My choices for a script: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
RESOURCE #3 
Toms River High School North gives out a paper on what needs to be in a Thespian binder for the festival. 
 

Binder: 

¶ All rules of the festival including performance rules and security rules. They were given to you forever 
ŀƎƻ όƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΣ Ǝƻ ǘƻ www.njthespians.org and print out a packet that includes all rules.) 
You need to have them in your binder! 

¶ Your pieces, along with authors and where you found them (Example: If you got them from a book, 
photocopy the cover) 

¶ All paperwork given today (campus map, performance schedule, hotel room list) 

¶ Phone List: which you will get Saturday on the bus ride to the festival 
 
 
RESOURCE #4 
Toms River High School North gives out a paper for the Thespians and their families. Thespians needs to bring it 
home to their families the week before the festival. 
 

http://www.njthespians.org/


Hello Thespians and Theatre Families! 
 
Some updated information on the Thespian Festival Trip that we will be taking this weekend.  
 

1. All Thespians must be at High School North at 5:20 am on Saturday morning. 
2. At the time of luggage drop off in the morning, all luggage will be searched. If any alcohol, drugs, cigarettes or 

any other abusive substance is found in a Thespian bag the following will happen: 
a. The Thespian will no longer be allowed to go to the Festival, which means you will need to come back 

and get them. 
b. The Thespian will be placed on inactive status for Troupe 7455. This means you will no longer be able be 

participate in anything for Thespian Troupe 7455. 
c. The Thespian will face disciplinary action on Monday which may include: suspension from school and/ or 

revoking of school privileges (i.e. prom, other events, graduation, etc.) 
3. The Festival is taking place on the Douglass campus at Rutgers University.  
4. Our TRRS bus will be bringing us from High School North to Rutgers Douglass Campus. They will leave and then 

pick us up again at 4:30 pm on Sunday. 
5. ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ .ǳǊƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ōǳǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōǳǎ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ 

Rutgers to our hotel on Saturday and then back again on Sunday. 
6. We are staying at the Hampton Inn, 841 Georges Road, North Brunswick, NJ 08902, (732) 246-3555. 
7. There are 2 chaperones (Carolyn Little and Adam Klein) going on this trip and 21 students (6 guys and 15 girls). 
8. All students will receive a phone list of contact numbers for the whole troupe on Saturday morning. They will 

carry this with them all weekend just in case they need to reach someone. 
9. If you would like to see their itinerary for the weekend and what other schools are attending, please go to our 

website: http://trnthespians.webs.com/ Then click on Thespian Festival. 
10. Food:  

a. Saturday AM: eat breakfast at home, snacks and drinks on bus 
b. Saturday Lunch: Bring a lunch from home (snacks will be sold on campus, but no lunch) 
c. Saturday PM: Pasta dinner (included) 
d. {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ [ŀǘŜ bƛƎƘǘΥ ǎƴŀŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƴƪǎ ƛƴ [ƛǘǘƭŜΩǎ ǊƻƻƳ όƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘύ 
e. Sunday AM: breakfast at the hotel (included) 
f. Sunday Lunch: sandwiches (included) 
g. Sunday PM: possible stop on the way home to grab dinner 

11. Clothing: 
a. Thespians can wear whatever they want to the Festival. Nothing too low cut or short.  

12. Packing: 
a. Bag 1: Overnight bag. In this bag please place whatever you need for Saturday night. This bag needs to 

be clearly labeled with your name (first and last) and Toms River High School North. This bag will be left 
in a locked room from 8 am on Saturday morning until 9 pm on Saturday night. You will not have access 
to it during the day. 

b. Bag 2: Daytime Bag. In this bag please place whatever you need for Saturday and Sunday during the day. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎΥ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΩǎ ƭǳƴŎƘΣ ¢ƘŜǎǇƛŀƴ ōƛƴŘŜǊΣ ǇǊƻǇǎκ ŎƻǎǘǳƳŜǎκ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŦƻǊ ǇƛŜŎŜǎΣ ǎƴŀŎƪǎΣ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ 
sweatshirt, IPOD, etc. You will carry this bag with you ALL day on both days. A book bag type piece of 
luggage would probably be best. (Girls you may also bring a purse if you want.) 

13. There is a pool at the hotel. If you want to swim, please bring a bathing suit and a towel. 
14. LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƭŀǘŜΧ Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎƳŀǊǘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅour overnight bag to someone Friday night so that they 
Ŏŀƴ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƭǳƎƎŀƎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƛǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
you all day. Make sure to ask Mrs. Little on Thursday for a copy of the phone list so that you have one. 

15. Money: All Thespians should bring money just in case. There will be snacks on sale and various theatre vendors 
will be there selling merchandise throughout the weekend. The NJ Thespians will be selling Festival Shirts for 
$10 each. We might stop for dinner on the way home Sunday, so they will need money for that. 

 

RESOURCE #5 

http://trnthespians.webs.com/


Toms River High School North gives out a form to each Thespian in their troupe. They must complete this form 
in order to attend the festival. 
 

New Jersey State Thespian Festival 
March 13 & 14, 2010 

Rutgers University, Douglass Campus, New Brunswick, NJ 
www.njthespians.org 

 
Theatre troupes from all over the state will be coming together to participate in several categories of theatre 
judged by professionals. 
 Mainstage Play     Costume Design 

Dramatic & Comedic Monologues   Set Design 
 Dramatic & Comedic Pairs    Publicity Design 
 Improvisational Pairs     Lighting Design 
 Pantomime Solo & Pair    Technical Olympics 
 Musical Theatre Solo & Duet    Senior ScholarshipτPerformance 
 Makeup Design     Senior ScholarshipτTechnical Design 
 Trashy Costume     
 
You can also participate in workshops run by professionals. 
"Rasa Boxes - Experimentation with Raw Emotion"    "Theatre as a Social Voice"  
"Acting as a Business and the Professional Audition"    "Kung Fu Stage Combat"  
"Acting a Song & Taking Control of YOUR Audition"     "Physical Comedy"  
"Stage Makeup Special Effects: How to Create Cuts, Scars, & Wounds"  "Hats! Hats! Hats!"  
"ITO Leadership Training"        ά!ŎǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ CƛƭƳέ 
ά{ǘŀƎŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ        "Newspaper Theatre"  
"Where There's A Will"  
 
And you can meet and share ideas in a Saturday evening gathering of showcased performances and social 
time. 
 
This is an overnight experience. We will be booking rooms at the luxurious Comfort Suites, 555 Old Bridge 
Turnpike, East Brunswick, NJ 08816, only 2.9 miles from Rutgers.   
 
You can win great stuff! Trophies are awarded to all first-, second-, and third-place winners in all categories, 
ŀƴŘ ƳŜŘŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ά{ǳǇŜǊƛƻǊέΦ 
 
A school bus will be taking us to the event on Saturday and bringing us home on Sunday. During the two days 
we are at the Festival, we are paying for bus transportation to and from the hotel to the Festival. 
 
LΩƳ ƘǳƴƎǊȅΗ  
Saturday: eat breakfast at home, snacks on the bus, bring a lunch with you, dinner provided at Festival 
{ǳƴŘŀȅΥ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭΣ ōƻȄŜŘ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŀǘ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΣ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ όƻǊ ƳŀȅōŜ ōǳǎ ǊƛŘŜ ƘƻƳŜΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎŜe!) 
 
Where do I sleep? Rooms at the hotel will hold 3-5 students. You will be able to choose who you want to room 
with. 
 
Which adults are going? Mrs. Little and Mr. Klein will be on the trip. 
 

http://www.njthespians.org/


This is a board approved trip. We will require contracts to be signed by both parents and students. All Toms 
River High School North policies will need to be adhered to while on the trip.  
This trip is going to cost our 22 person troupe around $2,000 to attend. This means that we are either going to 
have to do lots of fundraising or each student will have to pay their own way to attend the festival. 
 
The troupe has decided that the cost per student will be set at $80. The plan is to fundraise during the months 
of January and February to lower this cost. However, if we are not able to fundraise, the student must be 
willing to pay the $80 to attend. There will be a $10 deposit to reserve your spot on this trip. It must be paid in 
cash and it is non-refundable. 
 
 
 - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -  
 
By filling out the bottom of this paper and turning it back in, I am stating that I am able to attend the festival 

and I am willing to pay the $80 fee. I understand that my $10 deposit not only holds my spot for the trip, but is 
non-refundable and must be in cash. I also understand that the last day to back out of the trip is Monday, 

January 4. If I do not back out by that date, then I am required to pay the full amount for my spot on the trip, 
which is currently $80. 

 
Name: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone Number: _________________________________________ 
 
Cell Phone Number: _________________________________________ 
 
Parent or GuaǊŘƛŀƴΩǎ bŀƳŜΥ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
 
 
Student Signature: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
tŀǊŜƴǘ ƻǊ DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴΩǎ {ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜΥ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
 
 
*Please turn in your $10, non-refundable, cash deposit to secure your spot with the bottom of this form. 
 

  
RESOURCE #6 
Northern Burlington High School gives this informational paper out one week prior to the festival. 
 

International Thespian Society #4762 
 
To _______________________________________________ 

DO NOT LOSE THIS SHEET!  TAKE IT WITH YOU TO THE CONVENTION! 

State Thespian Convention Information 

Saturday, March 12 
5:30 a.m.: Luggage check: 500 Building  
5:45 a.m.: Leave Northern Burlington from the 500 Building 



7:30 a.m.: Arrive at Kean University: Registration  
Schedule Booklets will be distributed on the bus. 
!ǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŦƻǊ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎΦ  Check the schedule to map out your 

personal schedule over the two days.  (The following is listed in order of importance.) 
1.  Your scheduled performances, interviews, and/or design presentations.  (Be on time.  Judges stick to the 

schedule.) 
2.  Any workshops you wish to attend.  My students will get extra credit for attending the workshops.  And 

every Thespian who attends a workshop will get half a Thespian point.  You must provide evidence of 
attendance with a ticket stub when we return.  You must get a ticket for each workshop at the 
registration table in the lobby of Wilkins Theatre.  Register early each day because they will close at a 
certain number of participants.  (See attached workshop listing!) 

3.  The performances of fellow Northern Burlington Thespians.  (Note: The Senior and Junior Scholarship 
Auditions, Makeup Design, and Trashy Costume construction time are closed to an audience.) 

4.  Any other performances you wish to attend, particularly the Mainstage Events of other schools. 
 

Troupe Banner and two troupe members designated to present the banner report to the lobby of Wilkins 
Theatre at 8:55.  

9:10 a.m.: Opening Ceremonies 
 
6:00 p.m. Student Center Closes: Evening Entertainment of Performance Showcase in Vaughn-Eames 
 
8:00 p.m.: Board bus for hotel NOTE: YOU MUST REMOVE ALL ITEMS FROM THE BUS! 
 
11:00 P.M.:  Bed Check & Curfew:  You are not to leave your room after this time unless it is an emergency.  
(Masking tape will be used on the outside of your room door to make sure you do not leave.)  In the event of 
an emergency, you will call or knock on my room door.  You will be given my room number when we arrive at 
the hotel.  Please get some sleep!  You will all be performing the next day!  
____________________________Nighty Night!  Sleep Well!____________________________ 
 
6:30 a.m. on Sunday, March 13: Mrs. Gargus will personally give you a wake-up knock (You must answer the 
door) so that you can get ready, have your Breakfast in the hotel diner and be on the bus by ς 
 
8:15 a.m.: Bus departs for Kean University.  Do not be late!  Some Northern students have performances at 
9:00 a.m.!!! 
 
9:00 a.m.: Competitions and workshops begin. 
 
Approximately 4:30 p.m.:  Board the bus for Northern Burlington. 
 
Approximately 6:00 p.m.: Arrive at Northern Burlington (Use cell phones on the road to notify parents of 
exact arrival time.) 
 
Dining Plan  

(1) Kean University will have the Student Center open for breakfast and lunch items and for Saturday 
dinner 

(2) Sunday breakfast: Breakfast buffet at the hotel is already paid forτENJOY! 
(3) You are also welcome to bring your own food. 
(4) If there is time, we may stop at a rest stop for dinner on the way home Sunday. 



 
Packing Tips 
Clearly label all bags with your name and school. 
You may leave your hotel stuff on the bus during the day; the bus is staying with us both days. 
Take only those props and costumes needed each day; leave others on the bus. (Be aware that the bus will be 
parked across campus, so access to it will be impossibleτŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘŀȅΦύ 
Keep valuables such as keys and money on you at all times.  During the day we will find a place in Wilkins 
Theatre to leave our stuff, but no one is guarding it, so beware of what you leave. 

Do not leave anything at the University overnight except large prop pieces! 

Everything must be removed from the bus when we go to the hotel because other schools will be using our 
buses!!! 
 
Wear comfortable clothes both days for participation in workshops. 
Do not pack a bathing suit because the hotel does not have a pool. 
 
Attached you will find the State Thespian Festival official Security Rules and Regulations:  Please read 
carefully! 
 
Cell phones: If you own a cell phone, you are encouraged to bring it.  However, the ringer must be turned 
off when in a performance room.  Please let Mrs. Gargus know you have a cell phone and give her the 
number of it.   

aǊǎΦ DŀǊƎǳǎΩ ŎŜƭƭ ǇƘƻne: (609) 304-уумтΤ aǎΦ IǳŎƪƭŜōŜǊǊȅΩǎ ŎŜƭƭ ǇƘƻƴŜΥ όусоύ ссл-0324 

 
The following is the rooming list of our Thespian Society troupe at Hampton Inn, Elizabeth, NJ. 
Room 1 (Boys)  Room 2 (Boys)  Room 3 (Boys)  
Patrick Welsh   Shon-Mikael MacPherson Joshua Knighten   
Cory Lambert   Danny Berger   Jeffrey McDaniel 
Stephen Schillaci  Daniel MacPherson  Daulton Morrison 
Joshua Muscella  Michael Torres  Samuel Smith-Bill 
 
Room 4 (Girls)  Room 5 (Girls)  Room 6 (Girls)  Room 7 (Girls) 
Samantha Roynestad  Jessica Harper  Carly Wilkins   Jessica Marcinkowski 
Emily Blew   Chandler Bailey  Catherine Sabin  Maryann DeHaseth 
Poonam Narotam  Kayla Peterson  Chelsie Peterson  Julia Torres 
Samantha Nixon  Ricki Gullo       Aashika Suseendran 
 
Room 8 (Girls)  Room 9 (Girls)  Room 10 (Girls) Room 11 (Girls)  
Alexis Dobbyn   Nicole Grupp   Aubrie Evans  Melanie Yan 
Tiffani Rivera   Anna Palmer   Emily Runzer  Melissa Patterson 
Samantha Katcher  Lakshmi Swami  Shauna Berkeyheiser Mara Bush 
    Allye McLauthlin  Hillary Lovenduski Maria Laurenti 
  
Room 12 (Chaperones) Room 13 (Chaperones-King Bdrm) Room 14 (Bus Drivers)  
Mrs. Valerie Gargus  Mrs. Kerina Connor    Mrs. Penny Berkeyheiser  
Mrs. Jennifer Huckleberry Mr. Ed Connor     Mrs. Sarah  
KEY: T=Saturday, N=Sunday  Note: Please check the schedule booklet to detect time errors. 



aŀƛƴǎǘŀƎŜ tƭŀȅ /ŀǎǘ όά!ǘ ǘƘŜ .ƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ [ŀƪŜ aƛǎǎƻǳƭŀέύ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŀǘ мΥлл ǇΦƳΦΥ Emily Blew, Mara Bush, 
Samantha Katcher, Hillary Lovenduski, Shon MacPherson, Jessica Marcinkowski, Daulton Morrison, Joshua 
Muscella, Poonam Narotam, Samantha Nixon, Melissa Patterson, Tiffani Ricera, Emily Runzer, Stephen 
Schillaci, Aashika Suseendran, Julia Torres, Mike Torres 
MonologueτComedy    Duet ActingτComedy 

1. Emily Blew T10:43 
2. Melanie Yan T11:39 
3. Melissa Patterson N9:21 
4. Kayla Peterson N9:28 
5. Emily Runzer T3:14 

1.  Mara Bush & Samantha Roynestad T9:50 
2.  Emily Blew & Poonam Narotam T10:00 
3.  Hillary Lovenduski & Samantha Nixon N11:00 
4.  Kayla Peterson & Josh Knighten N1:40 
5.  Maria Laurenti & Julia Torres T2:30 

MonologueτDramatic  Duet ActingτDramatic 

1. Chandler Bailey N11:48 
2. Shon Macpherson N9:56 
3. Jeff McDaniel N10:17 
4. Melanie Yan T10:29 
5. Chelsie Peterson N1:28 

1. Melissa Patterson & Shon MacPherson T10:20 
2. Jessica Marcinkowski & Aashika Suseendran T2:50 
3. Tiffani Rivera & Shauna Berkeyheiser N9:50 
4. Mara Bush & Hillary Lovenduski T10:30 
5. Lakshmi Swami & Mike Torres N9:10 

Pantomime Solo   Duet ActingτPantomime 

1. Chandler Bailey N11:00 
2. Danny Berger N11:08 
3. Maria Laurenti N10:28 
4. Melissa Patterson N12:56 
5. Samantha Roynestad N1:04 

1.  Cory Lambert & Hillary Lovenduski T11:10 

2.  Samantha Roynestad & Shon MacPherson T2:20 

3.  Poonam Narotam & Samantha Nixon T2:00 

4.    Josh Muscella & Samantha Katcher T10:10 

  5.  Kayla Peterson & Chelsie Peterson T11:00 
Junior Audition   Senior Audition 

1. Melissa Patterson T11:00 
2. Shon MacPherson T11:08 

a. Patrick Welsh (Performance) T3:40 
b. Melanie Yan (Performance) T3:50 
c. Samantha Katcher (Technical) T1:45 

Musical Theatre Solo     Duet Musical Theatre 

1. Aubrie Evans T11:18 
2. Jessica Marcinkowski N10:17 
3. Emily Runzer T2:32 
4. Aashika Suseendran N10:52 
5. Josh Muscella N10:38 

1.  Jessica Marcinkowski & Aubrie Evans N10:50 
2. Cory Lambert & Hillary Lovenduski T2:40 
3. Julia Torres & Maria Laurenti T10:30 
4. Catherin Sabin & Carly Wilkins N11:40 
4. Shon MacPherson & Daniel MacPherson T3:00 

Improvisational Pairs     Technical Olympics Team: Sun. 11:15 to 1:00  
1.  Josh Knighten & Melissa Patterson T2:00 
2.  Josh Muscella & Danny Berger T11:10 
3.  Chelsie Peterson & Shauna Berkeyheiser 

N9:50 
4.  Cory Lambert & Mara Bush N9:40 
5.  Daniel MacPherson & Sam Smith-Bill N10:50 

1.  Stage Manager:  Emily Blew 
2.  Josh Knighten 
3.  Mara Bush 
4.  Mike Torres 
5.  Julia Torres 

Trashy Costumes: Sun. 2:00    Make Up Designer & Model: Sat. 2:30 to 4:30 

1.  Emily Blew & Mara Bush 
2.  Patrick Welsh & Alexis Dobbyn 

1.  Ricki Gullo w/Mara Bush  
2.  Melissa Patterson w/ Samantha Nixon 
3. Anna Palmer w/ Nicole Grupp 

Costume Design     Publicity Design (Poster) 

1.  Aubrie Evans T9:56 1.  Nicole Grupp T 11:24 
2.  Allye McLaughlin T11:40 



2.  Maria Laurenti T9:48 

3.  Samantha Katcher T10:52  

Set Design 

1.  Maryann DeHaseth T1:56 

2.  Samantha Katcher T2:04 

3.  Cory Lambert T1:48 

3.  Samantha Nixon T9:40 

4.  Alexis Dobbyn T11:32 

  5.  Patrick Welsh T11:48 

You must get your workshop tickets the morning of each day in Hickman 138.   
(No Sunday workshop tickets will be given out on Saturday.) 

 
THESPIAN FESTIVAL WORKSHOPS  

SATURDAY, MARCH 13, 2010 
10:00 "Audition Preparation: Tips from a Casting Director"    Levin A 
 Candice Alustiza, casting director for Ugly Betty and other CBS and HBO projects 
10:00 "Physical Comedy" Walters 107 
 David Tyson - Director of the Weaver of Tales Theatre  
10:00 "Acting in Commercials"   Levin B 
 Roger Del Pozo, Assistant Director of Admissions at the New York Film Academy and previously a 

commercial casting director for nine years. 
11:00 "Stage Lighting and Sound"   Levin B 
 Bill Nelson, of Nelson Enterprises Theatrical Supply 
11:00 "Musical Theatre Dance:  Partnering for the Actor"    Walters 107 
 Kerina McAdams-Connor and L Edward Connor, Choreographers/Dancers 
11:00 "Running with Scissors - the Basics of Improvisation"   Levin A 
 Stuart Nager, Board Member, NYC Thespians. 
12:00 "Clowning Around"   Walters 107 
 Lorenzo Martinez, professional clown and Board Member, NJ Thespians. 
12:30 "Top Ten Theatre Games of Viola Spolin"   Levin B 
 Rachel Evans, Vice President of the Board of Directors for the Educational Theatre Association and 

Assistant Professor of Drama at Kean University. 
12:30 "Instant Shakespeare - Improvised"   Levin A 
 Stuart Nager, Board Member, NYC Thespians. 
1:30 "Theatre of the Oppressed"  Levin A 
 Alex Sarian - Arts educator with the Urban Arts Partnership in NYC.  
1:30 "Audition Preparation: Tips from a Casting Director"   Levin B 
 Candice Alustiza, casting director for Ugly Betty and other CBS and HBO projects 
1:30 "Theatre As A Social Voice"  Hickman 119 
 Joe Norton - Actor/Playwright/Producer- Associate Director of Broadway Cares Equity Fights Aids 

(BCEFA) 
2:30 Stage Management: Family Feud-style!  Walters 107 
 Rachel Evans, Vice President of the Board of Directors for the Educational Theatre Association and 

Assistant Professor of Drama at Kean University. 
2:30 "Acting in Commercials"   Levin A 
 Roger Del Pozo, Assistant Director of Admissions at the New York Film Academy and previously a 

commercial casting director for nine years. 
2:30 "Stage Lighting and Sound"   Levin B 
 Bill Nelson, of Nelson Enterprises Theatrical Supply 



3:30 "Stage Combat" Walters 107 
 David Tyson - Director of the Weaver of Tales Theatre  
3:30 Put the FUN in "Fundraising"  Hickman 119 
 Joe Norton - Actor/Playwright/Producer- Associate Director of Broadway Cares Equity Fights Aids 

(BCEFA) 
3:30 "Running with Scissors - the Basics of Improvisation"  Levin A 
 Stuart Nager, Board Member, NYC Thespians. 
4:30 "Folding Paper Airplanes Can Make You A More Active Actor"   Levin A 
 Rachel Evans, Vice President of the Board of Directors for the Educational Theatre Association and 

Assistant Professor of Drama at Kean University. 
4:30 "The Business of Acting"   Hickman 119 
 Alex Sarian - Arts educator with the Urban Arts Partnership in NYC.  
4:30 "Musical Theatre Dance: Partnering for the Actor"  Walters 107 
 Kerina McAdams-Connor and L. Edward Connor, Choreographers/Dancers 
   

Workshops 
SUNDAY, MARCH 14, 2010 

 
9:00 "Playing Shakespeare"  Walters 240 
 Colin Ryan, member of the Actors Shakespeare Company at New Jersey City University 
9:00 "Stage Combat"  Walters 107 
 Denise Hurd, member of the Actors Shakespeare Company at New Jersey City University 
9:30 "Leadership Training: Discover the Leader Within You!"   Hickman 127 
 Sara Leone, is an International Thespian Officer and is also a NJ Thespian Board member. 
9:30 "Acting in Commercials"   Hickman 119 
 Roger Del Pozo, Assistant Director of Admissions at the New York Film Academy and previously a 

 commercial casting director for nine years. 
10:00 "Stage Management: Family Feud-style!"  Walters 240 
 Rachel Evans, Vice President of the Board of Directors for the Educational Theatre Association and 

Assistant Professor of Drama at Kean University. 
10:00 "Physical Comedy"   Walters 107 
 David Tyson - Director of the Weaver of Tales Theatre 
10:00 "Theatre As A Social Voice"  Hickman 118 
 Joe Norton - Actor/Playwright/Producer- Associate Director of Broadway Cares Equity Fights Aids 

(BCEFA) 
11:00 "Stage Lighting and Sound"   Walters 240 
 Bill Nelson, of Nelson Enterprises Theatrical Supply 
11:00 "Clowning Around"   Walters 107 
 Lorenzo Martinez, professional clown and Board Member, NJ Thespians 
11:00 "Acting in Commercials"   Hickman 119 
 Roger Del Pozo, Assistant Director of Admissions at the New York Film Academy and previously a 

commercial casting director for nine years. 
12:00 "Musical Theatre Dance:  Partnering for the Actor"   Walters 240 
 Kerina McAdams-Connor and L Edward Connor, Choreographers/Dancers 
12:00 "Stage Combat"   Walters 107 
 David Tyson - Director of the Weaver of Tales Theatre 
12:00 "Theatre of the Oppressed"  Hickman 119 
 Alex Sarian - Arts educator with the Urban Arts Partnership in NYC.  
1:00 "Thirteen Tricks for a Dynamic Cold Reading"  Walters 107 



 Rachel Evans, Vice President of the Board of Directors for the Educational Theatre Association and 
Assistant Professor of Drama at Kean University. 

1:00 "The Audition Process: The Ins and Outs of Getting the Job"   Hickman 119 
 Michael Mooney, Manager of Outreach and Access Programs, Paper Mill Playhouse 
1:00 "Musical Theatre Dance: Partnering for the Actor"   Walters 240 
 Kerina McAdams-Connor and L. Edward Connor, Choreographers/Dancers 
 

NEW JERSEY THESPIAN FESTIVAL 
SECURITY RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 
Note to Director: Please make copies, distribute and review these rules with each delegate.  They will 
be enforced! 
 

1. Alcohol/Tobacco/Drugs:  Students consuming drugs, tobacco or alcohol, or found to be under 
the influence of these substances at any time during the festival will be sent home and 
disqualified, on the FIRST violation. 

 
2. Dress Code:  Proper attire, including shoes, must be worn at all times during the festival.  

Delegates are encouraged to wear comfortable clothes for workshop activities and to dress 
appropriately for theatre attendance.  No gang apparel is allowed. 

 
3. Host Regulations:  Food/drinks are prohibited in the theatre at all times!  Beverage/food 

containers must be placed in proper trash receptacles.  If anything is damaged, please notify a 
festival official immediately. 

 
4. Behavior:  Students are expected to behave properly at all times.  Rudeness in gesture and/or 

language will not be tolerated.  Be a Great Audience at all times.  Do not walk in or out of a 
performance or workshop.  No whispering or catcalls during performances.  Treat those 
onstage with the same respect you would want if you were in their place.  Acknowledge his or 
her efforts after every show and workshop. 

 
5.  Do not leave the Kean University campus.  Do not go to campus buildings that are not being 

used for the convention.   
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Samples of Publicity Design     Samples of Costume Design 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

 
Samples of Set Design 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Samples of Troupe Display 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


